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eurocosplay@mcmexpo.net
http://www.facebook.com/eurocosplay

Join us in October 2013 for a celebration of the best cosplay that Europe has to offer!
Last year over 40 of Europe’s top cosplayers from 25 different countries took part in the EuroCosplay Championships Final. It was a fantastic show that thrilled the audience in London and those watching our live online broadcast with the level of craftsmanship and passion that our finalists poured into the event. 

The EuroCosplay Championships are back for 2013 and we are inviting our European partner events to select the best cosplayer to represent their country to take part in the EuroCosplay Championships Final on the 26th October 2013 at MCM's London Comic Con. The weekend does not just offer this spectacle- guest stars, panels, workshops, parties, performances, and exhibitions all contribute to what has long been the biggest event in the UK cosplay calendar.

Want to know more? Details of how it all works can be found below and if you want to want to take part, please contact our partner event in your country for information on their qualifier.

EuroCosplay Championships 2013 – How To Enter
The EuroCosplay Championships are comprised of a series of competitions held at partner events held all over Europe, and the EuroCosplay Championships Final to crown a European Champion which is held at MCM's London Comic Con in October 2013.

Each partner event will organise a competition to select one cosplayer to be their EuroCosplay Finalist for the EuroCosplay Championships Final in on 26/10/2013, representing the country the partner event has taken place in. 

Partner events are free to set the format, rules and criteria of their qualifier with just three basic regulations set by EuroCosplay. This combined with EuroCosplay policy to not interfere with judging at partner events creates the freedom for countries to represent their opinions on what makes great cosplay to everyone.

The three common regulations set by EuroCosplay for all competitions to select Finalists are: 

1. Events must select a registered citizen of the country the event happens in; if the event so chooses they may select someone from a neighbouring European country that does not have a qualifier instead.  

2. Events must select a representative who will be aged 18 years old or over by the start of MCM's London Comic Con where the Final is hosted. For the EuroCosplay Championships 2013 this is the 26th October 2013.

3. The selected representative must not be involved with the organisation of the partner event or qualifier they were selected at, or with the organisation of EuroCosplay. 

To find more details of how a partner event will be running the competition to select their Finalist, please check their website or contact their cosplay organiser. 

Is your country not represented? We are happy to accept expressions of interest from events in European countries that are not yet part of EuroCosplay, so why not contact us? 

Partner event registration is open until 31st March 2013.
EuroCosplay 2013 – Qualifier Prize
Each cosplayer selected to represent their country in the EuroCosplay Championships Final will receive the following prize for qualifying:
· Return transport from the representative’s point of departure (airport, Eurostar terminal, etc.) in their home country to their hotel in London for one person.


· An allowance, if required, to transport large costumes.
This will be up to the cost of an additional piece of checked luggage on flights or
postage costs for up to two parcels with a combined weight of up to a weight of 30kg.
Costs incurred over this allowance are to be met by the representative.


· Accommodation in London for two nights stay. For EuroCosplay 2013 the dates will be 25/10/12 and 26/10/12.


· Weekend passes to the October MCM London Comic Con for the representative and one other.


· Access to the EuroCosplay parties and backstage rooms the representative and one other.

EuroCosplay 2013 – Rules For The Final
The EuroCosplay Championships Final will be held on the Saturday of the October MCM London Comic Con 2013 and will involve both costume judging and a stage based presentation of the costume. 

It is recommended that participants put on some form of performance or display.
1: Costume Eligibility
· Costumes for the EuroCosplay Championships Final in October must be from an officially published or broadcast source. They may not be original designs or based on derivative works not endorsed by the copyright holders. 

· Finalists do not have to wear the costume that they qualified in for the EuroCosplay Championships Final; it is possible to qualify in a costume at a partner event which is not eligible for the EuroCosplay Championships Final.

· In the event a finalist has previously participated in a EuroCosplay Championships Final, the costume used for the EuroCosplay Championships Final must not have been used for a previous EuroCosplay Championships Final.

· Participants must have made their own costume. Assistance is allowed but the cosplayer should be involved with making all significant parts of a costume. Minor accessories, wigs, shoes may be purchased but the majority of a costume must have been constructed by the representative. 

· All entries must provide pictures from the source material of the costume as a reference for the official appearance of the character they are cosplaying. Construction or progress pictures can be supplied but are not mandatory.
2: Stage Presentation
· Stage preparation should take no more than 30 seconds.
· Each entrant will be on stage for a minimum of 1 minute and a maximum of 2 minutes. This does not include stage preparation time.


· Each entrant is allowed one assistant. The assistant should be dressed all in black and may NOT perform in any way. The assistant may help prepare the stage, operate props or pass items to the cosplayer. EuroCosplay will provide extra assistants if required. 


· Entrants may provide their own music, pre-recorded dialogue, and video footage and must discuss any further requirements or requests at the earliest opportunity.
· Energetic performances involving e.g. running or martial arts displays will require further assurance regarding the skills of the performers, and we reserve the right the interrupt performances for safety reasons.
· Replica weapons and props for use on stage are unrestricted, any replica should be blunt or in the case of BB guns shown to be empty. Real weapons and projectiles are banned.
· The safety of the audience, staff, and other participants must not be compromised. This means that pyrotechnics, fireworks or any other methods of creating or causing a naked flame or explosion are forbidden; anything that may make the stage slippery or sticky that cannot be quickly removed is similarly banned. 
3: Judging
· Costume judging will take place before the stage presentation and assesses the accuracy of the costume against provided source images and the quality and complexity of the construction.
· The stage presentation will be assessed by the judges considering stage presence, nature of the presentation, the ability to take on the role of the character, and level of  entertainment or engagement.
· The weighting for each of the judging criteria is as follows:

Accuracy 
–
40%
Construction 
– 
40%
Performance – 
20%
· The judges’ decisions are final, and no further negotiation will be entered into when the judges have made their decisions. 
4: General
· When not being judged or on stage for EuroCosplay, the MCM weapon and prop rules apply at all times. These can be found on the MCM London Comic Con website or requested by emailing cosplay@mcmexpo.net
· All representatives and their guests are expected to behave with good conduct and respect each other and the judges. 
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